CHAPTKR XXIX
A MEETING DURING THE WAR
YHAR8 were to pass before I saw Ptiucc Billow
again, lliis time lie was no longer either
Imperial Chancellor or Ambassador, but a private
gentleman.
While 1 was staying in Wiesbaden in the spring of 1916
I heard that Prince Btilow was expected in Frankfurt* I did
not want to miss the chance of visiting him while lie was so
near* After the dreadful events of recent years 1 felt 1 must
have a frank talk with die ex-Chancellor. 1 looked forward
to the meeting with an excitement which is reflected in
the following note;
WIESBADEN,
4th May, 1916.
Took the express to Frankfurt yesterday morning. Prince
Billow was to celebrate his birthday (jrd May) at the Frank-
farter Hof on his way through from Switzerland to Berlin,
and I wrote to ask him whether I might visit him* Reaching
Frankfurt at 10 a.m,, I found his answer already awaiting
me in the Hmisckr (formerly Englmkr] Hof9 where I was
putting up.  He invited me for half-past six*  In my letter I
had emphasised that he was to have no fears that 1 should
regard the visit as an " interview *? or commit any indiscretion.
I was already informed that lie shunned publicity of that
kind, During the day I drove a good deal round Frankfurt. *.
I was much impressed with the wide-reaching development
of this town, with its many luxuriant gardens, public parks,
tasteful houses and noble public buildings*   Everywhere,
despite the war, there was spotless cleanliness-   It was a
melancholy thought that this dreadful war would greatly
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